Sunday Readings:
1 Samuel 16.1,6-7,10-13
Ephesians 5.8-14 John 9.1-38

by Joan Mitchell, CSJ

lace a closed bible and

unlighted candle at the

center of your group.
Each makes an “I have been
blind to...” statement aloud, then
open the bible, light the candle,
and pray together.

God, light up our minds
as you light up the day at dawn.
ALL: Bless our seeing for faith
and our speaking for truth.

In Jesus we have light.
We live as people of the light.
ALL: The fruit of light is found in
all that is good and right and
true.

rtists work to make us

use our eyes. They aim

to stop us in our tracks,
get over ourselves, and see the
beauty that surrounds us. A
haystack in snow in the golden
sun of late afternoon is beautiful,
insists Monet. Look at this
bouquet of irises, inivites Van
Gogh. Spirit is visible in Mary’s
face as she listens to the
angel, insists Fra Angelico.

Our eyes work

constantly to perceive
beauty and meaning. Our
eyes feed our minds and
spirits with images that put
us in our place in the
whole of things. We see in
a baby's fingers an
awesome miracle. Grand
mountains inspire awe.
Life amazes us in the first
crocus poking through
snow and last season’s
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Recently on the way to the
symphony, I drove to my usual
parking spot only to discover the
Minnesota Wild hockey team was
playing at home. With hockey
fans and music lovers vying for
the same parking places and only
a few minutes until curtain time
and face off, I headed for a
distant lot, found a space, and
began a harried stride the four
blocks to the music hall.

At the second corner a
window of beautiful glass stopped
me. A crystal bowl glittered in
the light, swirling with veins of
red and blue, its beauty a sudden
testimony to the power of art to
create radiant wholes. I breathed
an ahhh of appreciation and
made the curtain.

Catechumens complete their
faith journey at the Easter Vigil.

ur eyes move us from

sight to insight. When

Andrew and another
man first seek out Jesus and ask
where he is staying, Jesus
responds, “Come and see.” Jesus
doesn’t coerce or manipulate but
invites sight and insight. He
doesn’t poll the public to
determine what people want to
hear. Instead, Jesus says, “Come,
see, stay.” Hang out. Interact.
Talk. Connect. Observe and
judge my character; look beneath
the surface. Test my actions.
Hear my message. Where do my
words lead your heart?

The gospels of Cycle A during
Lent aim to help catechumens
make the journey from sight to
insight, from seeing to believing,
from feeling apart to belonging
to a whole. In the gospel this
Sunday catechumens
explore how seeing
becomes believing in
the life of a man born
blind. Jesus gives him
sight. The questions
neighbors and village
teachers ask lead him to
insight.

What did you see
today that gave you
insight?



GOSPE].

Jesus gives sight to a man born blind.

SCENE 1

NARRATOR: As Jesus walked along
with his disciples, they saw a man
who had been born blind. Jesus spat
on the ground and made some mud.
He rubbed the mud on the man’s
eyes.

JESUS: Go wash your face in the Pool
of Siloam.

NARRATOR: Siloam means sent. The
man went, washed his face, and
came back seeing.

SCENE 2
NEIGHBOR 1: Isn’t this the man who
used to sit and beg?

NEIGHBOR 2: No, he just looks like
him.

MAN BORN BLIND: | am the man.
NEIGHBOR 1: How were your eyes
opened?

MAN: The man named Jesus made
some mud, rubbed it on my eyes,
and told me, “Go to Siloam and
wash.” So | went, and as soon as |
washed, | could see.

NEIGHBOR 2: Where is he?
MAN: 1 do not know.

SCENE 3

NARRATOR: Then they took the man
who had been blind to the Pharisees.
The day that Jesus opened the man’s
eyes was a Sabbath.

PHARISEE 1: How did you receive
your sight?

MAN: Jesus put mud on my eyes, |
washed it off, and now | can see.

PHARISEE 2: The one who did this
cannot be from God. He does not
obey the Sabbath law.

PHARISEE 1: But how could a sinner
do such mighty works as these?

NARRATOR: They were sharply
divided about Jesus. They spoke
again to the blind man.

PHARISEE 3: You say Jesus opened
your eyes. What do you say about
him?

MAN: He is a prophet.

SCENE 4

NARRATOR: These teachers were not
willing to believe that the man had
been born blind and begun to see, so
they called his parents.

PHARISEE 1: Is this your son? If he
was born blind,
how is it that he
can now see?

FATHER: This is our
son. We know he
was born blind. We
do not know how
he can see now, or
who opened his
eyes.

MOTHER: Ask him.
He can speak for
himself.

NARRATOR: His parents feared the
Jews who had agreed among
themselves that anyone who
believed Jesus was the messiah
would be put out of the synagogue.

SCENE 5

NARRATOR: A second time the
teachers called in the man born
blind.

PHARISEE 2: Promise before God
that you will tell the truth! We know
the man who healed you is a sinner.

MAN: I do not know if he is a sinner
or not. | do know one thing; | was
blind, and now I can see.

PHARISEE 3: What did he do

to you? How did he open your
eyes?

MAN: | already told you that, and
you would not listen. Why do you
want to hear it again? Do you want
to become his disciples?

PHARISEE 1: You are his disciple;
we are disciples of Moses. We
know that God spoke to Moses. We
don’t have any idea where Jesus
comes from!

MAN: How strange! You don’t know
where he comes from, but he
opened my eyes. We know that God
doesn’t listen to sinners; God
listens to those who respect God
and do what God wants them to do.
Since the beginning of the world, no
one has heard of someone opening
the eyes of a
man born
blind. Unless
this man came
from God, he
could not have
done such a
thing.

PHARISEE 2:
You were born
and raised in
sin—and you
are trying to
teach us? Get out of the
synagogue!

SCENE 6

NARRATOR: Jesus heard that the
teachers had expelled the man born
blind and went to talk to him.

JESUS: Do you believe in the Son of
Man?

MAN: Tell me who he is, sir, so | can
believe in him.

JESUS: You have already seen him.
He is speaking to you now.

MAN: | believe, Jesus.
John 9.6-38



The man born blind speaks his truth.

unday’s gospel begins as a

miracle (scene 1) but

continues as a faith
drama, a series of scenes in
which a man born blind
explains to neighbors and
teachers how he got his sight
and who this person is who gave
him sight. As the man tells his
story, he sees with increasing
clarity who Jesus is. Explore the
story of his journey for yourself,
using the directions below.

Give titles to the six scenes as
a way of identifying what
happens in each and how the
conflict grows.

In which scenes is Jesus
central? In which, the man born
blind? Note all the places the
man born blind repeats the story
of his healing.

Underline the statements the
man makes about who Jesus is.
What steps do you see in the
faith journey of the man born
blind?

cene 1 tells a simple story

of a physical healing;

however, miracle stories in
John’s gospel are never
simple and never called
miracles. They are signs
that reveal Jesus. In
Sunday’s gospel the gift of
sight which the man
receives from Jesus in
scene 1 sets him off on a
journey of insight into
who his healer is (scenes
2-6).

The man with new
eyes becomes the central
character in scenes 2-5.

In your bible study you
may have noticed that the

man says less in each scene about
the miracle and more about who
Jesus is. When his neighbors first
question how he came to see, the
man simply recounts all Jesus’
actions.

When neighbors take the man
to the Pharisees in scene 3, the
man born blind first repeats some
of what happened to him and
then reflects—]Jesus must be a
prophet. His controversy with
these strict teachers of the law
helps the man see Jesus in a new
way.

In scene 5 after his parents
insist the man must speak for
himself, he tells his story in eight
words, “I was blind, and now I can
see,” but reflects at length on who
his healer must be and makes an
argument that anyone who heals
a man blind from birth must be
from God. His healing is a sign
that reveals Jesus for the man but
remains a sin in the eyes of the
Pharisees. The blind man sees;
the seeing teachers remain blind.

Ask yourself the questions the
man born blind answers:

How were my eyes opened?
How did | receive my sight?
Where is Jesus?

Do | believe in the Son of Man?

unday’s gospel tells in one

story two layers of history—a

mud layer and a water layer.
The mud layer is Jesus’ historical
ministry (A.D. 30), in which Jesus in
person smears mud on a man’s
eyes. However, Jesus sends the man
to the pool of Siloam to wash. Only
in washing does he receive his sight.

This detail suggests this story
also tells a later history about
Christians, who become Jesus’
followers through baptismal
washing. The man born blind is
both a man who encounters Jesus
and a character through whom the
Christian community that gives us
John’s gospel tells its story.

Bible scholar J. Louis Martyn
suggests we glimpse in the parents’
fear the conflicts which the whole
Christian community faced in the
A.D. 90s. The parents fear those in
their synagogue who have agreed to
put out anyone who confesses Jesus
is the messiah.

No one is
certain when
or in what
synagogues
divisions arose
between
disciples of
Jesus and
disciples of
Moses.
However, after
the destruction
of the temple
in A.D. 70, a
number of
rabbis formed



an academy in the town of Jamnia.
From this school modern Judaism
grew. Scenes 4 and b picture the
man born blind and his
community experiencing tensions
that ultimately force Jews to take
sides and become separate groups.
The gospel tradition equates a
face-to-face healing encounter with
Jesus and a baptismal encounter.
In Jesus’ absence—the middle of
Sunday’s gospel—the man with
new eyes speaks the truth of his
experience. In his witness, he
progressively finds words and
gains insight into who Jesus must
be. His witness models the value
of articulating and sharing our
own experience of God and of
persisting in dialogue with those
who challenge us. He calls us to
continue his story as our own.

What conflicts call you to speak
your experience of God’s Spirit
stirring in you?

What insight does this gospel
give you about the value of faith
sharing?

Fity g€
Samuel anoints David.

he anointing of David is
another great moment in
the history of Israel which

the Lenten first readings recall.
David is the youngest of eight sons,
a youth who is God’s choice to be
king, but not the prophet Samuel’s
first pick. The outpouring of the
Spirit upon David manifests God’s
blessings on him.

God chooses a king.

God said to Samuel: “l am sending
you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for |
have chosen my king from among
his sons.” As Jesse and his sons
came to the sacrifice, Samuel
looked at Eliab and thought,
“Surely this is God’s anointed.”
But God said to Samuel: “Do not
judge from his appearance or from
his lofty stature, because | have
rejected him. Not as humans see
does God see, because humans
see the appearance but God looks
into the heart.” Jesse presented
seven sons before Samuel, but
Samuel said, “God has not chosen
any of these.”

Then Samuel asked Jesse, “Are
these all the sons you have?” Jesse
replied, “There is still the youngest,
who is tending the sheep.” Samuel
said to Jesse, “Send for him; we will
not begin the banquet until he
arrives.” Jesse sent and had him
come. The young man was ruddy
and handsome with beautiful eyes.
God said, “Arise and anoint him, for
this is the one.” Then Samuel took
the horn of oil and anointed David
in the presence of his brothers. The
Spirit of God grew strong in David
from that day on.

1 Samuel 16.1,6-7,10-13

Whose appearances have
fooled you into misreading their
capabilities?

In what young people do you
see promise? What does the
Spirit speak in them?

Whom in your community
of faith or service do you
want to anoint for
leadership?
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together to conclude your
reflection on the journey of the
man born blind into seeing,
believing, and professing his
faith.

LEADER: Once we were in
darkness but now we live in the
light of God.

ALL: Light produces every kind
of goodness, justice, and truth.

LEADER: Once we were blind but
now we see.

EACH: (Make a personal statement of
Jaith.) 1once was blind but now I
see...

LEADER: We believe in God, who
is three persons in one love.
What do we believe about the
Creator of all that is?

Group responds.

LEADER: What do we believe
about Jesus the messiah,
God’s Son become one of
us, in whose footsteps we

walk this Lent? Group
responds.

) LEADER: What do we
believe about the
Spirit, who animates the

communion of saints, living

and dead? Group responds.

ALL: Loving God, you bless us

with the light of life. Your

goodness and kindness

follow us all the days of
our lives.
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